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1
FRONT END FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to German Patent Appli-
cation No. 10 2013 002 307.6, filed Feb. 6, 2013, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a front end for a motor
vehicle, which is optimized with regard to protection of
pedestrians in collisions.

BACKGROUND

From DE 10 2009 017 350 B4 a motor vehicle front end is
known, with a bumper covering and an underbody surface
element which extends between the bumper covering and a
supporting body component. In order to protect the support-
ing body component from deformation in a collision with a
fixed obstacle such as a wall, the underbody surface element
must consume as much collision energy as possible whilst it
is being deformed. For this, the underbody surface element is
fastened to the supporting body component via predeter-
mined breaking connections, which break off in the wall
impact.

In a collision with a pedestrian, the bumper covering and
the underbody surface element are exposed to substantially
lesser stresses than in a wall impact, and in addition these
stresses act only on a small portion of the front end. There-
fore, the predetermined breaking connections remain intact.
Even if the collision is relatively hard generally only small
deformations of the vehicle front end result. DE 10 2009 017
350 B4 refers to research, according to which the risk of
injury to a pedestrian is to be less in such a hard impact than
in a soft one.

At least one object of the disclosure is to create a front end
for a motor vehicle which reduces the risk of injury to a
pedestrian from a vehicle-pedestrian collision.

SUMMARY

A front end for a motor vehicle is provided with a bumper
covering and a support extending in the longitudinal direction
of'the vehicle between the bumper covering and a supporting
body component. The support is configured to elastically
buckle under an external load.

When a structure deforms under an external load, generally
the restoring force increases with the deformation. In a buck-
ling process, however the restoring force only increases up to
a maximum, in order to thereafter decrease again. If the
external load is independent of the deformation, for instance
a beam bending under a weight which is resting on it, then
exceeding the maximum mostly leads to collapse. As the
structure is all the more incapable of withstanding the load
beyond the maximum, it yields until its shape is completely
changed, and in so doing generally exceeds its elastic limit.
Even after discontinuation of the load, the structure cannot
then return into its original shape.

In the case of a collision, on the other hand, the load
decreases with increasing deformation and ceases to exist
entirely as soon as the speeds of the colliding objects are
matched to one another. Therefore, in the case of a collision,
the deformation of the support can come to a standstill com-
pletely beyond the maximum of its restoring force and the
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support can return from there elastically into its original
shape. On both sides of the maximum, however, a region
exists in which the restoring force only alters slightly with the
deformation. In the case of a vehicle-pedestrian collision and
this region can be utilized in order to accelerate the legs of a
pedestrian on a long distance continuously and gently.

Elastic buckling of the support rules out the hard collision
between motor vehicle front end and pedestrian which is
conventionally regarded as necessary, and therefore on super-
ficial consideration one may expect a higher risk of injury.
The fact that a reduction to the risk is able to be achieved
through the elastic buckling reveals itself only on closer con-
sideration of the sequence of a vehicle-pedestrian collision. In
afirst phase, the front end of the vehicle catches the legs of the
pedestrian and accelerates these in the direction of travel. In
this phase, the torso of the pedestrian does not yet have
contact with the vehicle and is initially merely pivoted over
the entrained legs. So as not to break, the legs must follow the
pivoting movement. When a moving heavy rigid body strikes
onto a resting light one, the result from the laws of conserva-
tion of momentum and energy is that the heavy body is
decelerated slightly, whilst the lighter one which is struck
against moves away at high speed. If this model were able to
be applied to the case of the vehicle-pedestrian collision, it
would mean that the legs, which are light compared with the
vehicle, lose contact with the vehicle front end after they have
been struck against, and thereupon are able to be set in rota-
tion with a small moment of inertia. If, on the other hand, the
vehicle front yields inelastically, the legs are not pushed away,
but rather remain in contact with the vehicle front and cannot
pivot freely. The bending moments occurring here between
the legs and the torso can lead to injuries.

However, it is not the hardness of the collision, but rather
the degree of the elasticity which is crucial for the question as
to whether the legs are thrown so intensively forward in the
collision that they can pivot with the torso. If the impact is
sufficiently elastic, then the legs are thrown away from the
vehicle so intensively that they can pivot. The “hardness”™ of
the collision substantially influences the accelerations to
which the legs of the pedestrian are exposed. In order to keep
these accelerations and the risk of injury related thereto low,
it is definitely helpful to make the front end resilient.

The buckling load of the support should be lower than the
loading capacity of a connection with the bumper covering
and the supporting body component. In this way, the connec-
tion is not damaged on buckling, and the support is supported
onthe supporting body component so that when it extends out
again after a collision the legs are pushed forward.

The deformation resistance of the support must not be too
small, so that the legs of the pedestrian do not already pen-
etrate onto rigid parts of the vehicle body at low collision
speeds. In order to achieve a high deformation resistance with
a low weight of the support, the support should be fixed in a
torque-proof manner on the part of the bumper covering or of
the supporting body component, and preferably on both sides,
in accordance with the third or preferably the fourth case of
the known Euler’s buckling beam. The direction into which
the support yields on buckling is preferably in the vertical
direction. A vertically yielding support can be constructed so
as to be plate-shaped and can thus support the bumper cov-
ering uniformly over the entire width of the front end. The
flexural rigidity of such a plate can be increased by ribs
extending in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle.

In order to guarantee a reproducible deformation behavior,
such a plate-shaped support is preferably pre-curved in lon-
gitudinal section in the unstressed state. An upwardly ori-
ented concavity of the support guarantees that the latter, when
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it is stressed in a collision, buckles downwards. This is expe-
dient particularly when the support extends beneath an engine
compartment or respectively at least a front part of the engine
compartment of a vehicle, and a free space is present between
it and the roadway, into which space it can yield in an unim-
peded manner.

The support should extend in the direction of travel at least
far enough beneath the vehicle in order to cross below a
radiator which is usually accommodated in the engine com-
partment. In particular, such a radiator can encroach in a
space-saving manner into the upwardly oriented concavity of
the support. In order to delimit the required space of the
support, the height of'its ribs beneath the radiator is preferably
less than in other regions.

The support can be produced expediently from a plastic
which is reinforced with fibers. For the desired elasticity of
the support, the fibers are particularly effective if they are
aligned at least predominantly in the longitudinal direction of
the vehicle. Alternatively, a support made of metal also comes
into consideration. The latter can also realize the function of
anunderride protection, in particular on an off-road vehicle or
Sport Utility Vehicle.

Above the elastic support, the bumper covering can be
backed with a buffer which is deformable plastically under
load. By the support beginning to already extend again elas-
tically after a buckling in contact with the legs of the pedes-
trian, whilst the buffer in contact with the legs is still buckled,
both can cooperate in order to exert in a gentle manner a
torque promoting the above-mentioned pivoting movement
of the legs.

Preferably, an auxiliary frame supporting an engine comes
into consideration as supporting body component.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will hereinafter be described in
conjunction with the following drawing figures, wherein like
numerals denote like elements, and:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic longitudinal section through a
front end of a motor vehicle according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal section, analogous to FIG. 1,
according to another embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal section, analogous to FIGS. 1 and
2, according to yet another embodiment;

FIG. 4 shows the front end of FIG. 3 in the elastically
deformed state;

FIG. 5 shows the front end of FIG. 3 after an elastic defor-
mation;

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic cross-section of the support; and

FIG. 7 is an alternative diagrammatic cross-section of the
support.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is merely exemplary in
nature and is not intended to limit the present disclosure or the
application and uses of the present disclosure. Furthermore,
there is no intention to be bound by any theory presented in
the preceding background or the following detailed descrip-
tion.

FIG. 1 shows a front end of a motor vehicle in a diagram-
matic longitudinal section. An engine 1 and a radiator 2 are
situated in a conventional manner in the engine compartment
of the vehicle. The engine compartment is flanked on both
sides by longitudinal beams 3 which are connected with one
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another to a rigid frame. An auxiliary frame 4, supporting the
engine 1, is also fastened onto this frame in a damped mov-
able manner.

The longitudinal beams 3 are provided at their front ends
with flanges 5, on which an upper bumper crossmember 7 is
fastened via crash boxes 6. An intermediate space between
the front side of the bumper crossmember 7 and a bumper
covering 8 is filled by a buffer body 9 of foam material. A
plate-shaped support 10 extends the bumper covering 8 in one
piece under a front region of the engine compartment includ-
ing the radiator 2 up to a front crossmember 11 of the auxil-
iary frame 4, on which a rear edge of the support 10 is
clamped in a torque-proof manner by screwing.

The support 10 is formed from an elastic plastic or rubber.
To increase its buckling load, it can have an insert of fiber
material, in particular of carbon- or aramid fibers. The insert
can include one or more layers of nonwoven material. At least
one of the layers the fibers may be aligned in the section plane
of the longitudinal section. The insert can also include a
woven material. A group of threads of the woven material,
warp- or weft threads may be aligned in the section plane.
Alternatively, metallic materials can be used, in order to com-
bine the function of pedestrian protection with the function of
an underride protection.

In the embodiment of FIG. 2, bumper covering 8 and sup-
port 10 are realized in two parts. On an inner side of the
bumper covering 8 beneath the bumper cross member 7, two
ribs 12 adjoin a groove 13, in which a front edge of the support
10 is held in a torque-proof manner by clamping, bonding or
the like.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3, a lower bumper cross mem-
ber 14 is fastened on the flanges 5 beneath the upper bumper
cross member 7. In a central region extending in front of the
radiator 2, the bumper cross member 14 is supported by the
support 10 against a collision force acting from the front.
Viewed from above, the bumper cross member 14 is approxi-
mately U-shaped with ends fastened to the flanges and with a
forwardly oriented arc. The front edge of the support 10 is
illustrated here engaging into a groove 13 on the rear side of
the arc of the bumper cross member 14. Alternatively, the
front edge of the support 10 can be screwed on the bumper
cross member 14, as shown for the rear edge on the cross
member 11, or it could be clamped between the bumper cross
member 14 and other parts of the vehicle front such as for
instance a radiator grill extending between the bumper cross
members 14, 7.

Representative also for the embodiments of FIGS. 1 and 2,
FIG. 4 shows the front end of FIG. 3 in a deformed state
during the collision with a pedestrian. The buffer body 9 is
buckled, and the bumper cross member 14 is pushed back, so
that the distance between it and the auxiliary frame 4 is
reduced and the support 10 is forced to flex downwards,
following its curvature which is already present in the relaxed
state of FIG. 3. Whilst the buckling of the buffer body 9 is not
yet fully completed, the support 10 has reached here the
maximum of its elastic deformation and begins to extend
forward again. Whilst the thigh and knee of the pedestrian can
therefore press still further into the bumper covering 8, the
lower leg is already pushed away again, and a pivoting move-
ment of the pedestrian’s legs is provoked, which distinctly
reduces the load of knees and leg bones of the pedestrian on
striking onto the engine hood.

FIG. 5 shows the front end with the bumper cross member
14 already moved forward again into the initial position. The
buffer body 9 is deformed plastically and is not yet expanded
again. The buffer body 9 may include rigid foam which does
in fact behave elastically in the case of small deformations,
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but is deformed irreversibly by the loads occurring in the case
of a pedestrian collision. However a foam material of higher
elasticity is preferred, for instance an EPP foam, which can
return into its original shape again even after intensive defor-
mations, such as can occur in the case of a pedestrian colli-
sion, but which does this slowly, so that it does not exhibit any
appreciable restoring behavior at least during the collision, in
contrast to the support 10. The bumper covering 8 is pivoted
slightly as a whole, which, however, has no influence on the
orientation of the front edge of the support 10 which is held in
a torque-proof manner on the crossmember 14.

It can be easily envisaged that a deformation, as shown in
FIG. 5, would also lead to a slight rotation of the front edge of
the support 10 in the embodiments of FIGS. 1 and 2. This
means that whilst the support 10 in the embodiment of FIG. 3
is mounted in a torque-proof manner at both ends in accor-
dance with the fourth case of Euler’s buckling beam and
therefore with given material thickness a maximum of buck-
ling load is reached, the first and second embodiment respec-
tively present an intermediate solution between the third and
the fourth case of Euler’s buckling beam and therefore do not
reach such a high buckling load.

The buckling load of the plate 10 can be optimized by
suitable selection of material and cross-sectional structure. A
contribution is made to a high buckling load in particular if the
support 10 is provided with ribs 15 extending in the effective
direction of the buckling load, as shown in FIG. 6. The ribs 15
can be arranged on one or, as shown, on two sides of a base
plate 16 of the support 10.

Whilst in a central region 17 of the support 10 the height of
the ribs 15 can be delimited by the proximity to the radiator 2,
more space is available in a lateral region 18, to the right and
left of the radiator 2, so that the ribs 15 can be distinctly higher
here. A greater rigidity of the support 10, resulting therefrom,
in the lateral region 18 is definitely desired, in order to achieve
a deformation behavior which is uniform over the width of the
vehicle front, because the deformation resulting from a cen-
tral collision can be distributed in the support 10 towards two
sides, but in the case of a lateral collision only over one side,
and the energy received in the deformation of the support 10
in both cases is to be substantially the same. A support 10 with
hollow ribs 15, as shown in FIG. 7, is also effective.

While at least one exemplary embodiment has been pre-
sented in the foregoing detailed description, it should be
appreciated that a vast number of variations exist. It should
also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment or exem-
plary embodiments are only examples, and are not intended to
limit the scope, applicability, or configuration of the present
disclosure in any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed descrip-
tion will provide those skilled in the art with a convenient road
map for implementing an exemplary embodiment, it being
understood that various changes may be made in the function
and arrangement of elements described in an exemplary
embodiment without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure as set forth in the appended claims and their legal
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A front end for a motor vehicle comprising:

an engine compartment that is configured to house an
engine;

a supporting body component for supporting the engine;

a bumper covering; and

a support extending in a longitudinal direction of the motor
vehicle between the bumper covering and the supporting
body component, wherein the support has an original
shape and is able to be buckled elastically during a
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collision such that the support is able to return to the

original shape after deformation, wherein the support

comprises:

afirstlateral region that has a front edge coupled with the
bumper covering;

a second lateral region that has arear edge that is secured
to the supporting body component; and

a central region located between the first lateral region
and the second lateral region, wherein the central
region is below the first lateral region and the second
lateral region when the support is in an unstressed
state to ensure that the central region buckles in a
downward direction when stressed.

2. The front end according to claim 1, wherein a buckling
load of the support is less than a loading capacity of a con-
nection of the support with the supporting body component.

3. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the support
is fixed to a portion of the bumper covering in a manner which
prevents relative rotational movement therebetween.

4. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the support
is fixed to a portion of the supporting body component in a
manner which prevents relative rotational movement therebe-
tween.

5. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the support
is fixed to a portion of the bumper covering and to a portion of
the supporting body component in a manner which prevents
relative rotational movement therebetween.

6. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the deflec-
tion direction of the support is the vertical.

7. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the support
is plate-shaped.

8. The front end according to claim 7, wherein the support
has ribs extending in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle.

9. The front end according to claim 8, wherein the support
is curved in longitudinal section with an upwardly oriented
concavity.

10. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the support
crosses below at least a front part of an engine compartment.

11. The front end according to claim 10, wherein the front
part which is crossed below contains a radiator.

12. The front end according to claim 11, wherein the
deflection direction of the support is the vertical, and wherein
the height of the ribs in a region beneath the radiator is less
than in other regions of the support.

13. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the support
is produced from metal.

14. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the bumper
covering above the support is backed with a buffer which is
deformable under load.

15. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the sup-
porting body component is an auxiliary frame supporting an
engine.

16. A front end for a motor vehicle comprising:

an engine compartment that is configured to house an

engine;

a supporting body component for supporting the engine;

a bumper covering; and

a support extending in a longitudinal direction of the motor

vehicle between the bumper covering and the supporting
body component, wherein the support has an original
shape and is able be buckled elastically during a colli-
sion such that the support is able to return to the original
shape after deformation, wherein the support comprises:
afirstlateral region that has a front edge coupled with the
bumper covering;
a second lateral region that has arear edge that is secured
to the supporting body component; and
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a central region located between the first lateral region
and the second lateral region, wherein the central
region has an upwardly oriented concavity with
respect to the first lateral region and the second lateral
region such that the support has a curvature in an 5
unstressed state to ensure that the central region buck-
les in a downward direction when stressed.

17. A front end for a motor vehicle comprising:

an engine compartment that is configured to house an
engine; 10

a supporting body component for supporting the engine;

a bumper covering; and

a support extending in a longitudinal direction of the motor
vehicle between the bumper covering and the supporting

body component, wherein the support has an original 15

shape and is able to be buckled elastically during a

collision such that the support is able to return to the

original shape after deformation, wherein the support
comprises:

afirstlateral region that has a front edge coupled with the 20
bumper covering;

a second lateral region that has a rear edge that is secured
to the supporting body component; and

a central region located between the first lateral region
and the second lateral region, wherein the support is 25
produced from a plastic which is reinforced with
fibers, and wherein the fibers are aligned at least pre-
dominantly in the longitudinal direction of the
vehicle.

18. The front end according to claim 1, wherein the engine 30
compartment is configured to house a radiator, and wherein
the central region extends below the radiator.
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